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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2026 of Llangristiolus Community Council. My audit has been conducted 
on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements 
of the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the 
Auditor General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Qualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of 
my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for 
concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Basis of Qualification 

Accounting Statement 

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Accounting Statement properly presents 
the Council’s receipts and payments and financial position: 

• Line 3 Total other receipts 
During the year the Council receipted £6,330 related to burials. Accounting 
records were requested to support this income but these were not provided. 

Annual Governance Statement 

In my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is not consistent with the Council’s 
internal controls and governance arrangements for the year:  

• Assertion 5 standing orders and financial regulations followed when conducting 
business 
Of fifteen payments comprising line 6 tested, approval prior to the payment 
being made could not be located in the Council’s published minutes for four 
payments. 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  
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Staff costs audit trail 

During the audit PAYE records were provided to support staff costs disclosed on Line 
4 of the annual return. These records agreed to the clerk’s contract of employment, 
however immaterial differences were noted between the amounts per PAYE records / 
contract of employment and the amounts paid and recorded in the cashbook. The 
amounts that do not reconcile to PAYE records provided total £197.64 over the 
course of the year. This amount is not material to the accounting statement. 

We recommend if the Council approves and makes payments to the clerk other than 
salary payments that these are recorded separately in the cashbook to enhance the 
audit trail. 

Levels of insurance 

It was noted during the audit that the Council’s fidelity guarantee insurance covers an 
amount lower than the Council’s total cash and investments at 31/03/2026. 

We recommend that the Council reviews its insurance coverage to satisfy itself that it 
has appropriate levels of insurance cover in place. 

Missing minutes from Council’s website 

It was noted during the audit that the minutes of the Council’s April 2025 meeting are 
not published online. The rest of the 2025-26 set of published minutes appears 
complete. 

We recommend that the Council reviews its publication arrangements to ensure that 
all relevant documents are published as soon as practicable. 

Typographic error on line 12 of the annual return 

Line 12 Total fixed assets and long-term assets at 31/03/2026 is stated on the annual 
return as £97,962. Accounting records inspected during the audit and 
correspondence with the Council confirmed this is a typographic error and the correct 
figure at 31/03/2026 is £97,862. This error, £100, is not material to the accounts.  

We recommend that the Council checks its accounting statement against its 
accounting records prior to approval and submission to audit. 

Payment of members allowances 

The Council has documented its decision to pay members allowances, however the 
amount approved for payment is not in line with Independent Remuneration Panel for 
Wales (IRPW) Guidance. The Council has made £150 members allowance available 
per Councillor in 2025-26. The Council is required to pay members a basic allowance 
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of £156 each year unless the members provide written notice that they do not wish to 
claim the allowance. 

We recommend in future that the Council determine the £ amount of members 
allowances in line with IRPW guidance. 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 09/10/2026 
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